. [RSRE - Residential School History

DISFIITE
RESCOLITHON

ALTERNATIVE

[EEPNL NV

Indlan Residentisl
«  Sehoot Historinal
Overvisw

Kay Dvenis

Historical Events
188(0's 1o 1996

Mzp

EeZ

Indian Aesidential Résohsion des questions des (‘\' . }3
Seheols Resolution Canada  pensicnnals indlens Canada Aahnada

R ; « _. Ai-Can ‘Bt
IRSRO Home Residevial Altematve Nesw Rbam Lirks
Sl Hikdery Disprgs
Rziplcton

The Residential School Systemn Historical Overview

The Indian residential school systern predaies Cenfederation; and in part grew out of
Canada's missionary experience with various religious organizations.

The federal government began to play a role in the development and adminisiration
of this system as early as 1874, mainly io meet legal obligations under the indian
Act, as well as to assist with the integration of Aboriginal people into the broader
Canadian sodietly.

The schools were located in every province and teritory, except Newfoundiand,
New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island. Of the 130 schools that existed over time,
it is estimated that up to 100 of these schools could be involved in claims.

The Government of Canada operated nearly every school as a "joint venture" with
various religious organizations. On April 1st, 1968, the Government assumed total
responsibility for the school system, although churches remained involved for some
years in many instances. Most residential schools ceased to operate by the mid-
1970s; the last federally-run residential school in Canada dosed in 1996.

While it is not uncommen to hear some former students speak about the positive
experience in these institutions, their stories are overshadowed by disciosures of
abuse, criminal convictions of perpetrators and the findings of various studies such
as the Royal Cornmission on Aboriginal Peoples, which tell of the tragic legacy that
the residential school system has left with many former students.

In addition to allegations of physical and sexual abuse, which are found in 90% of
the legal claims, allegations relating o such things as cultural loss, breach of treaty,
loss of education opporiunity, forcible confinement and poor conditions at the
schools are also alleged.

Now over 5,000 cases representing nearly 12,000 individuals make claims against
the Government. Seventy per cent of daimants themselves also name a church
institution in addition 1o the Government. There have been over 630 settlernents and
11 court judgements.

it is estimated there are 90,600 péaple alive today who attended resideniial schools.

Dealing with the legacy left by the residential school system is an important aspect
of Canada’s relationship with Aboriginal people.
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Statement of reconciliation Learning from the Past
Jane Stewart, Minister of Indian Affairs

January 7, 1998

As Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians seek to move forward together in a process
of renewal, it 1s essential that we deal with the legacies of the past affecting the
Aboriginal peoples of Canada, including the First Nations, Inuit and Métis Our purpose
is not to rewrite history but, rather, to learn from our past and to find ways to deal with
the negative impacts that certain historical decisions continue to have in our society
today

The ancestors of First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples lived on this continent long before
explorers from other continents first came to North America For thousands of years
before this country was founded, they enjoyed their own forms of government. Diverse,
vibrant Aboriginal nations had ways of life rooted in fundamental values concerning their
relationships to the Creator, the environment, and each other, in the role of Elders as the
living memory of their ancestors, and in their responsibilities as custodians of the lands,
waters and resources of their homelands.

The assistance and spiritual values of the Aboriginal peopie who welcomed the
newcomers to this continent too often have been forgotten The contributions made by all
Abongmal peoples to Canada's development, and the contributions that they continue to
make to our society today, have not been properly acknowledged. The Government of
Canada today, on behalf of all Canadians, acknowledges those contributions,

Sadly, our history with respéct to the treatment of Aboriginal people 1s not something in
which we can take pride. Attitudes of racial and cultural superiority led to a suppression
of Aboriginal culture and values As a country we are burdened by past actions that
resulted in weakening the identity of Aboriginal peoples, suppressing their languages and
cultures, and outlawing spiritual practices. We must recognize the impact of these actions
on the once self-sustaining nations that were disaggregated, disrupted, limited or even
destroyed by the dispossession of traditional territory, by the relocation of Aboriginal
people, and by some provisions of the Indian Act We must acknowledge that the result
of these actions was the erosion of the political, economic and sodial systems of
Aboriginal people and nations.

Against the backdrop of these historical legacies, it is a remarkable tribute to the strength
and endurance of Aboriginal people that they have maintained their historic diversity and
identity The Government of Canada today formally expresses to all Aboriginal people in
Canada our profound regret for past actions of the federal government which have
contributed to these difficult pages in the history of our relationship together.

One aspect of our relationship with Aboriginal people over this period that requires
particular attention is the Residential School system This system separated many



children from their families and communities and prevented them from speaking their
own languages and from learning about their heritage and cultures In the worst cases, it
left legacies of personal pain and distress that continue to reverberate in Aboriginal
communities to this day. Tragically, some children were the victims of physical and
sexual abuse

The Government of Canada acknowledges the role it played in the development and
administration of these schools. Particularly to those individuals who experienced the
tragedy of sexual and physical abuse at residential schools, and who have carried this
burden believing that in some way they must be responsible, we wish to emphasize that
what you experienced was not your fault and should never have happened. To those of
you who suffered this tragedy at residential schools, we are deeply sorry

In dealing with the legacies of the Residential School system, the Government of Canada
proposes to work with First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples, the Churches and other
interested parties to resolve the longstanding issues that must addressed We need to work
together on a healing strategy to assist individuals and communities in dealing with the
consequences of this sad era of our history.

No attempt at reconciliation with Aboriginal people can be complete without reference to
the sad events culminating in the death of Métis leader Louis Riel These events cannot
be undone; however, we can and will continue to look for ways of affirming the
contributions of Métis people in Canada and of reflecting Louis Riel's proper place in
Canada's history

Reconciliation is an ongoing process. In renewing our partnership, we must ensure that
the mistakes which marked our past relationship are not repeated The Government of
Canada recognizes that policies that sought to assimilate Aboriginal people, women and
mern, were not the way to build a strong country. We must instead continue to find ways
in which Aboriginal people can participate fully in the economic, political, cultural and
social life of Canada in a manner which preserves and enhances the collective identities
of Aboriginal communities, and allows them to evolve and flourish in the fiture,
Working together to achieve our shared goals will benefit all Canadians, Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal alike



School Days (¢.1972)
By Willie Dunn

School days, school days dear old golden rule days.
I recall stuffy old classrooms,
smokin' butts in the grade school bathrooms.

Sad days, bad days, propaganda had days.
Sang my anthem, said my prayer,
prayed like hell to get out of there.

When I was a boy the age of six,
they took me out to get me fixed.
Five years he's at been at large.
Dear old teacher read the charge.
Principal looked down at me, said
"Boy you been buckin' democracy.
Anything to say, anything to do

before we hereby sentence you?"

Well you get one year for climbing trees,
you get another one for catching bees,
one year for spontaneity,

you get another year for curiosity,

one year for exploration,

you get another one for iimagination,

one year for exuberance,

you get another year for innocence,
two-years for ingenuity,

and you serve them all consecutively.
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Chiefs of Ontario

Thurs, February 24, 2005

Click here to return fo the
Soclal Services menu.

- LATEST BULLETIM

Click here for the latest Chiefs
of Ontaric Buiietin.

B-FLLITIOAL ORGAMIZATIONS

Association of Iroguols
and Allied Indians

First Nations of Treaty
Independent First Nations
Nishnawbe-Ask] Nation

Political Confederacy
Union of Ontarlo Indians
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1 SOCIAL SERVICES

CO-ORDINATION UNIT

Sacial Services Unit Update

November 2000

Ontario Works.

As you are aware there is an agreement in principle among all parties In the Mushkegc
‘case to extend the Ontario Works opting out deadline for First Nations from October 1,
Aprit 1, 2001.

In the long term, AOCC Resolution 00/61 confirms there is consensus that a federal bil
arrangement is preferred. While this will take a long time to put into place, steps have
taken to advance this preference. In a meeting with John Donnelly (September 28th),
acknowledged that It may take two years or more to develop a bilateral process in Ont
while recognizing that this will make provislon for a bilateral arrangement for all social
programs in the future,

On September 28th, the Chiefs Committee on Sociat Services (re-established July 11t
the AFN-AGA) jointly with the OISSC met with RDEG John Donnelly to review the “Propt
and the “Draft Terms of Reference” which will guide the bitateral discussions on the

development, design and implementation of a First Nations social assistance framawor

Most significantly INAC indicated that they are prepared to endorse an “Annex” to the
Welfare Agreement.

The annex Is to allow the Province to reimburse the federal government thelr current
contribution to social assistance. (A legal opinion is currently belng done on the pros a
of being signatory to the '65).

INAC aiso stated that they have been waiting since July ist for a letter of intent from t
Province, which confirms that Ontario supports a bilateral arrangement for Social Assic
between First Nations and Canada, and will not proceed with & bilateral arrangement v
Provincial consent. In addition, the chiefs committee clarified that First Nations do not
Ontarlo’s permission to enter into a bilateral agreement with Canada. It was also state
cleariy that First Nations will continue with their developmental work on bilateral negot
regardless of the provincial position.

FBA Transfer

It is the position of the Chiefs of Ontarlo that following the court ruling of August, whe!
judge found in favour of the Mushkegowuk Tribal Council, that the judge was ciear in
direction that Ontario was not to alter from the current administration ungil such time :
appeal is heard.

Mest communities in the Sioux Lookout area have accepted the transfer of the former
files/cases. Other First Nation communities have indicated that they are delaying the t
as they do not want to impede the Mushkegowuk case in any way.

Social Security Reform

AFN and INAC have jointly been involved with an initiative titled “*Demonstration Proje
There are currently 17 projects in Ontario, either individually or collectively, in proposi
innovative aiternatives o independence from social assistance.

A national workshop is set for November 29 to December 1, 2000, to bring four First N

2/24/2005
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participanis from each region io lay the groundwark for a series of regional workshops

Bili 76

An Act that will govern Soclal Service Worker's and Soclal Workers. The Act makes it
mandatory for anyone wanting to use the titles social worker oy soclal service worker §
members of the new College, pay an annual fee, and pass 8 “competency test” to bece
certified.

A “grandfather clause” would allow workers who did not meet the certification requirer
continue fo practice for a pericd of two years after the establishment of the college bel
they are reguired to meet the requirements.

This legislation wilt affect First Nations across Ontaric and may result in the loss of
amployment for many First Natlon workers not ‘fitting’ the new regulatory reguirement
Within the field of Native Social work practice, traditional healers are often consulited a
requested to provide direct services to our membership. How will this imposed legislat
impact the practice of traditional medicine within our communities?

Many people. Organizations, associations, educator’s and academic institutions have b
strongly opposed to Bill 76, as Ontario proceeded with the implementation very quickly
without much consideration of the concerns raised

The OISSC have met with the Circle of Original Peoples Council (COOQPC), to helghten |
awareness of the impacts of the legislation on First Nations and to explore alternatives
wilt meet the needs of First Nation membership and communities. COOPC consists of fi
and graduates of the Native Bachelor of Socialt Workers Program offered at Laurentian
University)

First Nations/Inuit Child Care Initiative (FNICCI)

First Nations across Ontario continue to face inadequate funding to meet the chiidcare
of their communities. As per SCA Resotution 00/14, this file has been transferred to th
AMRDA holders.

Aithough the QISSC is not directly involved with the AHRDA file, all members continue
interested in the FNICCI and are committed to assisting In any way possible

Chiid Welfare

Amendments to the CFSA were made with no consultation to First Nation's leadership,
Child and Family Service Agencies or First Nation communities. These amendments igr
family preservation model which has taken decades to recognize and deal with given ti
impacts and realities of the Sixties Scoop. Respect for family, cutture and the right of f
Nations to deliver their own services has been replaced by malnstream values and star
that ultimately result in the removal of children from First Nation communities. As a re
the emphasis on “best interest” of the child, caseloads across the province have increa
an alarming 40% since 1995.

A moratorium remains in piace for pre-mandated agencies to recelve society status, w
prevents First Nations in asserting authority for child welfare services. The OISSC, Chis
Committee on Soclal Services and the Association of Native Child & Family Services an
process of coordinating a meeting with Ms. Cynthia Lees, Assistant Deputy Minister, Mi
resolve the issues and concerns that First Nations have ldentified.

Band Representative Program

MCSS denies its responsibility to provide sataries for the Band Representatives prograr
although the role is defined within their legislation. Furthermore, the province refuses

provide any resources to support the exercise of the Representatives rights such as co
actual expenses Incurred while performing this critical role for cur First Natlons., Imme:

http://www.chiefs-of-ontario.org/social _services/. ss_nov-O{).‘htrrﬂ 2/24/2005
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funding must be made availabie to provide salaries to our Band Reps., and standardize
training to be deveioped and Implemented as a result of the Reforms. Actual costs mu:
reimbursed to First Nations In supporting this position within each community. INAC h:
confirmed that the department will fund a review of this program.

A call for proposals will be issued, furthermore the OISSC is In the process of scheduiir
meeting with the Association of Native Child & Family Services to develop the terms of
reference and to select the consuitant. Every effort will hbe made to ensure that the rey
comprehensive one that identifies the needs as well as the concerns of the communitie

Social Services Demonstration

AOCC Resolution 00/62 was adopted by consensus by the Chiefs-in-Assembly. A regio
soclal services demonstration Is being coordinated with respect to the imposition of pro
legislation imposed by the province of Ontaric.

Wednesday, November 22nd, has been selected to demonstrate at Queens Park, this ¢
coincides with the teadership Forum scheduled for November 21-23, 2000, Additional
information and an “Issues Paper” wiil be sent cut to all First Nations leadership and W
Administrators by Tuesday, November 10, 2000.
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